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Instructions for Reviewers of Literature Reviews

Below are the main requirements that must be met by the type of manuscript (literature review) you are about to assess:

For literature review articles, please take into account the following:
· The title is consistent with the content of the document.
· The abstract contains the minimum necessary elements to understand the article, that is, a brief extract of the Introduction, Methodology, Results, Discussion, and main Conclusion.
· The document addresses a current topic that contributes to the knowledge base in its field.

Introduction
· Provides general information about the topic to be developed, indicating the importance and relevance of the literature review.
· Clearly states the purpose of the review and the research questions to be addressed.

Methodology
· Includes the databases and search engines used, as well as keywords and specific search terms.
· Explains the inclusion and exclusion criteria for sources, offering transparency about how the literature was selected.
· Describes how the sources were evaluated.
· This section must demonstrate the rigor and thoroughness of the research process, which are essential for a comprehensive literature review.

Results
· Summarizes the key themes and trends found in the literature.
· Analyzes major theories and models related to the research topic and highlights significant findings and their implications.
· Synthesizes existing knowledge, identifying gaps and areas needing further research.
· The literature review may be organized thematically, chronologically, or methodologically, depending on what best suits the research.
· Each section should present main conclusions and relevant references, highlighting significant studies and their contributions.
· This section may be developed in subsections with clear and coherent subheadings.

Discussion
· Interprets the conclusions of the literature review.
· Explains how they relate to the research questions and objectives.
· Discusses the implications of these conclusions for the field of study, considering both strengths and limitations of the existing literature.
· Includes a critical evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of current research.
· Identifies gaps and proposes future research directions.

Conclusions
· Clearly derived from the discussion.
· Summarizes the main points and analyzes the implications of the findings.
· Highlights the importance and implications of the main conclusions drawn from the review.
· Proposes new lines of research.

Final Recommendation
Check the appropriate box for your final recommendation:

(   ) Literature Review accepted for publication
(   ) Literature Review accepted for publication with suggested modifications
(   ) Literature Review rejected
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